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He explained to the workers that it was a necessary
step backward in order to take two steps forward
and to stimulate production, of which the country
was in such great need. With the revival of this
private trading, production on the farms was tem-
porarily increased.

In the period which followed closely upon
Lenin's death, the Communist Party, as a result of
losing its guiding genius, disintegrated into three
factions: a left wing, with Trotzky, Zinovyev, and
others at its head; a center group dominated by
Stalin; and a right wing led by Tomsky, Rykov,
and others. Dissension among the three factions was
the result partly of policy and partly of personal
antagonism and ambition among the leaders, espe-
cially the extreme personal dislike between Stalin
and Trotzky, and their individual ambitions and
struggle to gain control of the party.

Trotzky was primarily an intellectual. He had
spent most of his years outside of Russia, and he
looked upon the Russian drama as a prelude to
world revolution. He insisted that communism was
by nature international and could exist and survive
only through becoming universal. He believed that
the duty of the Russian Communist Party, after
disposing of the bourgeois element in Russia, was